come b nealize that Beethowen had the same posser and

feeling a4 the modem ook or hip hop that pseople hear on
the radia today,” Ruth sy Their thesary i that all muse
comes from the wame sowme, na mstter  it's lae-Z o Bach.
Indeed, noww that speakers have been
installed on the cartade of the CAIW
bulding, clatiacal mutc has joined salw,
rap, ard hip-hop & part of the wund
track B Wvest End e
The onginal goal of CWVAY wes 1o
explone hawe maeic can play & sgnificant
rabe in the e of kids as they discover
themsehes The ramafications of such a
concept are just seas-insparing. Imagming sehat quality
miusic irshruction could do 1o Bortilly the younger gensra
ticn of would-Be musiciand makes my hesd spine The cur
rent drought of musicsl substance on modern radia =
nathing short of frightenang. What wath the ondlsught of the
wanout and tundry Brtneys, Achless, and Jesuicas, s
beginning 1o boak like the last good CD produced wat an
album. B thas w all the “music” our culture has left 1o alfer,
1 am goang 10 weal up my ears with bathoom caslking snd
take ug humming. With the desire to wee the kids allay my
woarsd fears, | went to e the CAW gang on a Lanuary after
noon. | admit that | had to Mapquest my way over to the
bt Schonls Peace Street campus: the ookse that | am
dosan't nnagate the West End freets that well But pust
waalking ntos the sceme that | encountensd was encugh 1o
renew my faith.
urmsans Smith, & trumpet player fram NYC and
profégé of Wyntan Maralis, i absiolutely
smokin' wup the joant on trumpet, backed by
Craig Polatko on bags, and Carmen Intoore aon doums.
The trio slips and slides slong jazz dhythms spun from
improwitational gald and holds i sudience rapt They
cauld be jamming owt in amy pare cob from here to the
Bayow, but here they sre an Dexter Street in Providence.
The audsence it about 20 children ranging noage fram
=17 with waling on their laps, poited and ready. The bio
halds ane pedfect, final note and Smith lowert his tromipet.
He loake at the kids with an enultsnt grim, “Ded you bear
the ditference betaeen the Lstin and the jars?” he atks.
Some of the kids nod. Othert shoot hands in the s, fewer
ish with questiont. Smith antwers them all, ditcussing
baselines, chaed changes, snd harmanic progrestion
This i one of CAMWS spontoned workshops that take

plsce ance a manth for the fudents of the programe Oner
thie years, the childeen have been expoded 1o ust shaut
every genre of muses from Afncan dremming o Celtic
drings and evenything in bebapen. Usually, thene is a per.

As the whole room realized what

they had become a part of, smiles
broke out from the young violinists

farmance by groups both locsl and mot aRer which, the
kids hawe a chance to practice their instrumants. Dunng
thit paficular warlkshap, perfformance and practice
mietged A% one under Smith's dlever direction
Tazr i imiprovesation. B a converation betwesn nstn-
mentt The goal i o get them to redgpond 10 each other”
Smith s Me mmates them to maite their Sing nEnments
ansd play. They oblipe him and loak wp, resdy for mane dirse.
ticin Thisy are todd o play theee mane Bars of 0, tn of G, baso
mie of 0, and to an wntil 28 20 of them ae hasd wanng
caut & Buysic meloady. Thiey repeat it over and over ungil finally,
Smith signals to the other hea men 0 begin plyying and
ket o £8n sy dosemn and kanely, the whole group s ofh.
tally playing the Blues As the whols roam colisctvely roeal-
ized] what they had become a part of wmales brake out from
the young wiclnest, parents began ioomod, and #ven a Bte
batry wwhity s Standing off bo the ade of the tno began rock.
ing and Sacnying in time to the M.
It wrak rmagic

hough Buth sayx that be wanted to use the
ommir &% & catahyst for kads to be thinking about

ather apportunaties that they might haws in ther
Inees, theere are theote amiang the group who have chearly
decsded that music would, ;m Bact, be the center of thsr
greatest spirations. Carolna Jimener has been plyyang
the cello with CMW for the past sesen yeart s hard to
belieye that & l1d-pear-old freshman

having 10 tay anything” she syt She goes on to tell me
that the would like bo be 8 composer and a conductar
soame day. And when informed of the potdshility that the
eruld be the first female composer of Domanican desoent
rephed, It
makes me feel sad that nat &

o which zhe

ot of peopde have this, appor
tunity. There should be mone
pesaple doing this = no mather
wihit they sne”

Yet another student who
hat taken his expenences
with CMIW to the next bevel is
15 year-ald lames Marcil. Bowr here is 2 kid wha will
regbore your faith n the future of Amencsn mutc. Marcl
started playing wiolin wath CWVW three snd a half year
apo when hit seter decided that she didn't want the
spod. Sance then, he hat taken what he leamed sbout the
winlin and taught hamself how to play a mean guitar.
During the warkihop be didn't just play, he wailed on
thist axe, (smming alang with the tria. Decied aut in the
requitite Black Chuck Taylars and shaggy hair Ealling in
his eyes, Marcil made it look eagy: a sign of tnee talent.
He has already opened for Steve Smith and the Nakeds
along with his band, The Ingredients and cites Buddy
Gy, Muddy Waters, Pink Floyd, and BB King amang his
masical influences.

I feft like yedping out an Tmen!™ just at the dea that
soumenne of the Khax generation even knows who BB King
i 5o, doset b want ta be a huge rock star? Sure, he smiles
“Hurt really 1would like to just Inee off playang the music that
I lowe” Imagane that He didn’t even menbon grougies

Thet mrtpiring moments ane svenpday ooounmences at
AN, Mewer befone has such a posserdul entity a5 dadsicsl
mausic baen exed w0 seambesly inba 4 neighborhaod that
wouldn®t normally have the sxpenence. Rhode slandem
herve the chanse 1o witness the program in action on S
ol secasons throughout the year dunng open perfommances
o et want 10 skip a beat. GCD

Classical High wat ewer armything bart the
articulate and poised young kady that she
it today, Bunt the'll be the Birst to tell you
that it watn't skt eaty for her to talk
tey pestplie. “WEh the music, | feel kind of

NOTES

On April 2, CMW' L Spring Fundramses will take place. You can
alen catch them again an Apnll 28 when theyl play a free
concert a1 The Met Schoal. For more inko, lag onto

wew commanitymutioworks ong.

likie | can tell people how | feel wathout



